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If a second edition is called for it should be carefully revised-and it is

only until such revision is made that the hopes of the author can approach
a realization-at present we fear they are doomed to disappointment.

Diagnostic Symptoms in Nervous Diseases. By EDWARD LIVINGSTON HUNT,

M. D., Assistant Professor of Clinical Neurology College of Physicians
& Surgeons, the Medical Department of Columbia University, New
York, etc. Second Edition, Revised. (Philadelphia and London:
W. B. Saunders Company, 1917.)

We have already spoken favorably of the first edition of this diagnostic

manual in a brief notice published three years ago, and it is an evidence
that others have concurred in our judgment that a second and revised

edition has been called for.
Chapters on Cerebro-Spinal Fluid, Spinal Localization and Vertigo, have

been added, several new illustrations have been introduced, and various

changes made in the text of various chapters. The outline used in the
Medical School at Columbia University for examining cases of nervous

disorder has also been incorporated in this edition.
The chapter on the cerebro-spinal fluid is clear and will give the student

an excellent idea of the character of this important fluid and the necessity
and value of its careful examination in diagnostic methods. A proof error,

without doubt, makes the author say that in health the number of cells
“varies from 2 to 10 per cubic centimeter” (page 246). Another proof

error occurs in this same chapter, the first sentence in the second paragraph
on page 262 being repeated.

The diagnostic methods, and the knowledge of the anatomy and physi-

ology of the spinal cord which the student must possess, in spinal localiza-

tion, are well set forth in the section on that subject, Chapter VI, which is
followed by an interesting and instructive chapter on Gaits, a matter too
often neglected in the examination of patients in the neurological clinic

and especially in the private consulting room.
The work is one which will be of great value to students, and the first

chapter with its directions for methodical procedure and the outline for
clinical examination could be made use of to advantage in many clinics
of neurology.

The In.ctilutional Care of The Insane in The United States and Canada.
By HENRY M. Hu�, Wn.UAM F. DREWRY, RIcH�zi DEwEY, CH�i.Es

W. PzuauM, G. AUrR BLUMER and T. J. W. BURGESS. Edited by

HENRY M. Himi, M. D., LL. D., Emeritus Professor of Psychiatry,
Johns Hopkins University; formerly Medical Superintendent of the
Pontiac State Hospital. Volume III. (Baltimore: The Johns Hop-

kins Press. 1916.)

This volume is a continuation of Part III Volume II already reviewed in

the JOURNAL for October, igi6, in conjunction with the first volume. It

contains an account of the methods and policies which have been active in
the care of the insane in the following states: Montana, Nebraska, Nevada,
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New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina,

North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia,
Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming and the United States

dependencies, Alaska, Hawaiian Islands, Philippine Islands and Porto Rico.
The review of a book of this character is a task which we do not propose

to undertake, and one which is practically impossible, for no one is pos-
sessed of sufficiently broad or accurate knowledge of the topics treated to
meet the requirements of a critical or analytical review.

The material which has been furnished the Editorial Committee of this
great work has been of a most uneven character. From some states has

come a richness of historical detail which has been embarrassing to the
Editor, Dr. Hurd, under whose scrutiny and editorial revision all the

manuscripts have passed. From other states there has been a paucity of
material so great in many instances that the Editor has been forced to sup-
plement the details supplied, by information which it became necessary for

him to collect from such sources as were available.
There have been several reasons for the scarcity of information supplied#{149}

from some states or institutions. In some instances the heads of institu-
tions have not realized the necessity of personal effort in collecting and
preparing data for a historical account of their institutions. In a few there
has been a surprising indifference to the whole matter. In several instances
as a result of inattention to the matter of the preservation of historical
documents and records in the past, material for present use has not been

available. Occasionally, too often indeed, the frequent changes in institu-

tional control and state policy toward the insane, due to political machina-

tions, have so confused the records, and in many instances resulted in their
loss or destruction, that nothing remained of definite value.

There are many interesting matters in this large volume. One is able to

study the development of institutional care and of public policy in the older

states, like New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, South

Carolina, Vermont and Virginia, and observe the influence of the experience
there gained in the formation of the methods of care in other states.

In some like Massachusetts (see Volume II) and New York, progress

has been made steadily, if slowly, toward distinct state care, with a settled

and definite policy and standard. In other states unfortunately a condition
almost chaotic remains, no well-established plan, no standard of care, and
frequent interruptions of service by political changes in state administration.

In others, alas, and this is found in one or two of the older and wealthier

states, there appears to be a retrograde movement with the reappearance

or increase of county almshouse methods.
As we have said again and again, and now repeat, these volumes should

be in the library of every institution for the insane, and owned by every
medical man working in psychiatry.

The fourth and last volume is about ready for distribution, and we trust

that before it is issued there will be a large increase in the number of
subscribers.

Subscriptions should be sent to the Johns Hopkins Press, Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, Md.




